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To contact the church office: 

fpc.debbie@verizon.net 
fpc.assist@verizon.net 

 
To submit Grapevine articles: 

fpc.grapevine@verizon.net 

Or visit us on the web: 
www.fpcwestminstermd.org 

Grapevine articles are due on 
the 3rd Friday of the month 

As of First Importance 
   
 A year ago, I wrote about what was then a “coming change” – 
namely, the beginnings of an effort to create a “contemporary worship 
service.”  We began by offering two “demonstration services” – one in May 
and one in June – and by September we were doing a contemporary service 
on the third Sunday of every month in lieu of our usual more traditional 
service.  As “new program launches” go, our contemporary worship service 
hasn’t exactly been the equivalent of a space shuttle blast off.  When the 
Session began talking about starting a contemporary worship service almost 
two years ago, it was with the idea of creating a “second service” in a 
different style – and that is still the long-range hope and goal. 
  
 Presbyterians are notorious for moving slowly on lots of things, but 
with regard to our contemporary worship service, it was not the usual case 
of the “Presbyterian slows” that has held us back.  There are several things 
that come before any denominational genetic predisposition to doing things 
slowly.  The first was/is a lack of experience … a disadvantage that began 
with me.  Having been trained to “do worship” in a particular way – not to 
mention having done worship that way for 30 years – changing the way 
things were done was not exactly an easy transition for me.  (Something 
about “old dogs” and “new tricks,” I think.)  And when you add to that the 
reality that there were few in the church that had ever been to a 
“contemporary worship service” of any kind, and no one who had any real 
experience in creating, coordinating, or running a contemporary worship 
service … well, those of us who were responsible for putting worship 
services together had a lot to learn!  As we began to experiment with this 
new style of worship, we quickly discovered that we “weren’t in Kansas 
anymore.”  And we also found out that contemporary worship was not a kit 
that could be ordered fully assembled from some company.  Nor was it a 
“one size fits all” model that we could have up and running in no time.  
Contemporary worship services are built from scratch – and we learned that 
if we were going to create a contemporary style of worship that reflected 
both our theology and our values, it was not something that could or would 
happen overnight … and, sure enough, it hasn’t! 
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 The second element that has contributed to the deliberate pace of the contemporary service development is 
the determination to “do it right” from the beginning.  A couple of years ago when the Session was first beginning 
to think about the possibility of beginning a contemporary service, I wrote a fairly long paper for them on the 
subject.  One of the things I said in that paper was this:   
 

“ I am committed to nothing less than excellence in worship.  By that I mean that the 
elements of worship – from the opening greetings to the closing benediction – must be 
done in ways that speak the truth of the church’s theology and faith in such a way as 
to help worshippers own those things.  We don’t always make it, but I’m committed to 
it.  What I know (or think I know) about contemporary worship is that it takes a 
terrific investment of time and energy to do it at all, and even more to do it well. ” 
 

 That last sentence has proven to be far more 
accurate than I would have wished!  It takes a great 
deal of time and energy to do any kind of worship 
well.  “Contemporary worship” – at least as we have 
been attempting to do it – takes even more.  For my 
part, preparing to preach and lead worship for a 
“contemporary service” takes me at least half again as 
much time as preparing to preach and lead the 
“regular” services on other Sundays.  And when you 
consider the processes of choosing the congregational 
music (not from a hymnal with 600 hymns, but from a 
listing of thousands of songs through our musical 
licenses); the work that goes into creating the materials 
and images that will appear on the screen; and, of 
course, the rehearsals of the musicians … it really is 
quite an undertaking to do it at all, much less do it 
well.    
  
 Right now, almost everyone involved is still 
learning – it takes us all a very long time to get ready 
for even one of these services a month.  But we’re 

getting better at it.  And we are about to take another 
step toward having a contemporary service that is a 
true “second service,” not just a different kind of 
service in the same time slot.  During the summer 
months, we are hoping to have the contemporary 
service “stand-alone” – that is, when we have a 
contemporary service (which will still probably be 
only once a month), it will not be in place of the 
“regular service,” but in addition to it.  You’ve been 
very patient over the last year or so as we’ve worked 
to bring this new kind of service into existence.  Those 
of us who have responsibility for worship are greatly 
appreciative of both your participation in what we’re 
attempting, and your tolerance for the inevitable errors 
and problems that have arisen.  What we hope you’ll 
see in the coming months is not unlike what you see as 
an infant grows – just “lying there” becomes “rolling 
over,” which then leads to crawling, which in turn 
leads to walking, and then running.  We’re not to the 
walking and running stage just yet – but we’re starting 
to crawl pretty well!            

                                        
 
        Grace and peace …     

 
 

 
Congratulations to Walt and Rebecca P. and Laura, Spencer, and Lucy C. on the birth of Mabel 
A. C. 
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*Our Prayer List * 
[As the Body of Christ, this congregation is committed to praying for others.  Persons in need of prayer – whether church 
members or not – may be added to the prayer list by request, either by calling the church office or by using the Friendship 
Register.} 

Recent Prayer Concerns  

 
If you would like this information emailed to you please click on the link below or send a request to 
fpc.grapevine@verizon.net

Thank you: 
If you would like this information emailed to you please click on the link below or send a request to 
fpc.grapevine@verizon.net  

 
Those with Ongoing Concerns  

 
Those in the Military  
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Those Battling Cancer  

 
If you would like this information emailed to you please click on the link below or send a request to 
fpc.grapevine@verizon.net 

 

*Prayer Families* 
If you would like this information emailed to you please click on the link below or send a request to 
fpc.grapevine@verizon.net

Birthdays in May  
If you would like this information emailed to you please click on the link below or send a request to 
fpc.grapevine@verizon.net
 

Anniversaries  
If you would like this information emailed to you please click on the link below or send a request to 
fpc.grapevine@verizon.net

*News and Announcements* 
Church Calendar 

Be sure to check out the church calendar online!  Simply log on to the church’s website and follow the links to the 
calendar.  If you prefer, you can pick up the latest version of the calendar, which is in a folder posted on the Church Office 
bulletin board.  The updated date will be printed on the front of the folder. 
 
 
 

 Scrapbooking and Beyond  
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    Grab your unfinished projects and come to Fellowship Hall at 7:00 pm on the first Thursday of each month for fun 
and fellowship as you knit, quilt, paint and work on crafts and scrapbooking activities.  

 
Men’s Breakfast  

The Men's Breakfast fellowship will be meeting on Saturday May 3rd at 7:30 am at our usual 
haunt, The Bistro at Carroll Lutheran Village.  Come and partake from good food (and cheap!), 
priceless fellowship, and an interesting talk by Tom W.  If you'll be attending, give Mark McC or Tom 
J a buzz.  Hope to see you there. 
 
Barbershop Harmony Extravaganza: 

Featuring the Old Line Statesmen Barbershop Chorus of Carroll County and the Razzmatazz Quartet of New Jersey 
will take place on Sunday afternoon, May 18 at 3 pm at the Scott Center of Carroll Community College.  The Old Line 
Statesmen are celebrating their 25th anniversary.  Tickets are $10.  Come and experience an enjoyable afternoon of 
barbershop harmony! 

 
Timber Ridge Ice Cream Social  

You are cordially invited to the Westminster Church Homes/Timber Ridge Ice Cream Social at the Timber Ridge 
Community Center on Sunday, June 1, 2008, from 2-4 pm.  The event will be held rain or shine, and the Westminster 
Municipal Band will be performing.  This is a fun and lively event, and a great chance to see our church at work in the 
community.  First Presbyterian, along with 6 other local churches, collaborated to create Timber Ridge and Ridge 
Residences.  Their combined efforts provide affordable, quality housing and social activities to seniors with limited 
income.  Come enjoy some ice cream and great music, and see what it's all about! 

 
Graduate Recognition 

Our annual Graduate Recognition will take place during Worship on Sunday, June 8th.  If you have a 
graduate in your household – High School and higher – please let the church office know.  Even if your 
graduate cannot be present, we would like to provide a brief write-up of their accomplishments and plans for 
the future. 

  

Presbyterian Women News 
 
Circle of Joy  

The Circle of Joy will meet on Monday, May 5 at 7:30 pm, at the home of Sue A.  We will be 
studying Chapters 11 & 12 in the Study Guide.  Please call Sue for directions to her home. 
  
Presbyterian Women's Spring Luncheon 

All women of the church are invited to the Presbyterian Women's Annual Spring Luncheon on Saturday, May 10th at 
12:00 pm in Fellowship Hall.  "You Are My Sunshine" is the theme this year, and we will explore the many ways God 
shines down his love on us.  Invite your daughters, mothers, aunts, cousins and special friends to join us.  Please bring a 
dish to share.  There will be a sign up sheet on the Presbyterian Women's bulletin board in the hallway.  



���������	
�����������	
�����������	
�����������	
��  
April 26, 2008 May 2008 Issue 

  5 

 
*Youth News* 

 
 It’s Time to sound the RETREAT!  The youth are going to the Sandy Cove Conference Center for their 
Annual Retreat.  The dates are June 16th through 18th.  We will be planning what activities the youth group 
will be doing in the ’08-’09 program year, among other things.  (Sandy Cove also has paddleboats, canoes, 
shuffleboard, mini golf, ball courts, ping-pong and a pool available to our group)  All youth from those who are 
just completing 5th grade to those graduating soon and everyone in between, are eligible for the retreat.  Also 
needed are Chaperones (1 for each 5 youths at least).  Costs will be split between the church and the youth 
(halves) since there were no fundraisers this year in the youth program.  Student cost is $75.00 for the first 
student per family, $50.00 for the second, and $25.00 for the third.  These discounts are sponsored through the 
Becky Perkins Memorial Fund.  Chaperones are asked to pay a fourth of their cost being $35.00.  All meals are 
provided.  Please sign up to go!  If you have any questions, you may call Heather or Jeff. 
 Due to the staffing crisis, this year’s youth program was not able to hold any of the planned fundraisers, 
(along with a number of the planned events).  The funds raised by the youth would go toward supporting the 
Retreat.  If you would like to sponsor a youth going on the retreat, please make a check payable to F.P.C. with a 
memo “for Sandy Cove” and accept our thanks! 
 Other Youth News includes the mission day camp (gaining community service hours and knowledge of 
ways to help others locally).  More on that when I have it.   
 That’s all the news that’s fit to print… at the moment, anyway.   
 
 
 

*Christian Education Highlights* 
Focus on Sunday school - The Middle School Sunday School classes have had an outstanding year!  Their 
curriculum focused on personal growth in the areas of Christian living, with lessons on tough choices, 
relationships, diversity, and stewardship.  Sally Ann T. led the 6th & 7th graders in these discussions and Kevin 
W. and Mark McC. led the 8th graders.  There were some very lively conversations!  Through stewardship and 
mission projects, the students are learning to apply the principles of Christian living to their daily lives.  
Save the Dates!!! 

·  Vacation Bible School will be held July 21-25.  Mark your calendar now for the biggest Beach Party in 
town!!!! 

·  Bibles will be distributed (to those children entering Kindergarten) during Worship on the week that 
Sunday school begins in August.  Distribution will be based on registration this school year.  There will 
be an opportunity to request a Bible for others prior to that Sunday. 

·  The last day for Sunday school will be June 8th.  
·  The last day for WOW will be May 25th. 
·  There will be Christian Ed offerings throughout the summer months.  Look for some small group or 

short course offerings in the next Grapevine. 
Questions, suggestions, concerns??  Email Nancy or leave a note in the church office. 
Don’t forget us as you update your TV’s due to the upcoming changes in broadcasting!  Please consider 
donating your gently used and working equipment (including CD players, VCR’s, and DVD players) to the 
Christian Ed Program!!  Thank you to the Anonymous Angel that left the small TV and VCR in the Christian 
Ed office recently!  
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*Deacons ����Branch* �
 The mission of the Deacons is to minister to those who are in need, to the sick, to the friendless, and to 
any who may be in distress both within and beyond the community of faith.  This month the Deacons Branch 
highlights two of the many local missions that our church supports: Meals on Wheels and The Shepherd’s 
Staff.  These two very important organizations help the less fortunate in our community meet the most basic 
needs of daily life. 

Recently, Faye Carey, Director of Resource Development for Meals on Wheels sent our church a letter on 
behalf of the volunteers, staff, and most especially their clients, to thank us for the $500 donation we sent them 
in support of their mission to comfort and nourish the frail and elderly who wish to remain in their homes.  In 
the letter, Ms. Carey noted that increased energy costs are affecting Meals on Wheels tremendously in their 
production, delivery and in passed-along costs from their suppliers.  It is also affecting their clients’ abilities to 
contribute toward the cost of their meals, as they struggle to pay energy and prescription bills.  Our financial 
gifts make it possible for Meals on Wheels to continue to turn no one away due to inability to pay. 

In March, we also received a letter of appreciation from Kathryn Brown, Director of The Shepherd’s 
Staff for our most-recent $500 donation in support of their mission.  In her letter, Ms. Brown said:  

 “We appreciate your continuing assistance to make it possible for us to help those in need or crisis 
in our community.  Today every household is struggling with the increased costs of those items 
necessary for daily life.  The citizens whose incomes cannot meet these increases seek our help, and 
we feel fortunate to be able to provide it.  Thank you to everyone at First United Presbyterian 
Church for helping to make this possible.” 

 In addition to the monetary gifts that our church gives to The Shepherd’s Staff, we also support this 
important mission through our in-kind donations to its Blessings Closet.  The Shepherd’s Staff relies on the 
generosity of our church to help fill the Blessings Closet with basic essentials throughout the year, but 
especially during the months of May and October.   
 The Blessings Closet provides free distribution of non-food household items, hygiene, and personal care 
items to needy individuals and families in Carroll County.  Thousands of items are given out on an “as needed” 
basis each year to help people who are in need, whether they are sustained on government assistance, earning 
poverty level wages, temporarily out-of-work, or without a home.  Anyone in Carroll County is eligible to 
request items from the Blessings Closet provided there is stock on hand to fill the request. 
 With the increasing amount of requests each year, The Shepherd’s Staff is finding it difficult to keep the 
Blessings Closet stocked sufficiently to meet the demand.  The items most in need year round are: 

·  Powder Laundry Detergent 
·  Disposable Diapers (all sizes) 
·  Bath Tissue 
·  Shampoo & Conditioner 
·  All-Purpose Cleaners 

Other much needed items include: 
·  Bleach (small bottle) 
·  Pull-Ups (all sizes) 
·  Depends/Attends (all sizes) 
·  Bar Soap/Liquid Soap 
·  Toothpaste/Toothbrushes 

·  Paper Towels, Napkins & Facial Tissue 
·  Dishwashing Liquid 
·  First Aid Products 
·  Feminine Supplies 
·  Trash Bags 
·  Baking Soda 
·  Baby Care Items 
·  Light Bulbs 
·  Men’s Toiletries 
·  Liquid Food Supplements

During the month of May, the Deacons encourage you to give thanks to the Lord for how richly He has blessed you in 
meeting your basic needs.  We also ask you to prayerfully consider sharing with those who are less fortunate by providing 
some of the much-needed items for donation to the Blessings Closet.  A collection bin is available in the church hallway 
outside the sanctuary for your donations.  As always, the Deacons sincerely thank you for your ongoing support of our 
mission.  
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National Day of Prayer: First Thursday in May 
 A National Day of Prayer has been an American Tradition since the Continental Congress first declared 
its need for godly wisdom in 1775.  Then, in 1952 Congress passed a joint resolution establishing an official 
day of prayer.  The law was amended in 1988, permanently setting the day for the first Thursday in May.  The 
United States is the only country in the world with an official day of prayer, a time set aside for its citizens to 
seek God’s guidance and blessings on this nation.  Please join with others on the National Day of Prayer, 
(Thursday, May 1st) as we seek God’s help in these turbulent times. 
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The Presbytery of St. Andrew 
Mississippi 

 
 From the hills of the northeast to the Mississippi Delta cotton fields in the west, the 6,460 Presbyterians in 
northern Mississippi continue to spread the good news of Jesus Christ through the ministries of their 68 
congregations, as well as through the ministries and programs of the presbytery. 
 Having spent years working to make progress on several mission goals, the presbytery is revisiting those 
goals with an eye to revitalize mission efforts in the years ahead.  It plans to develop a presbytery-to–presbytery 
mission partnership.  That most likely will be with a presbytery in the Synod of the Yucatan, with which the 
Synod of Living Waters has a current synod-level partnership.  The Presbytery of St. Andrew asks prayers as it 
works to become connected with a new mission partner. 
 Living Waters for the World, a mission of the Synod of Living Waters, continues to expand its use of 
Hopewell Camp and Conference Center, which is owned and operated by the Presbytery of St. Andrew and is 
home to the training facility Clean Water U.  At Clean Water U individuals, church groups, and other 
organizations learn to install small batch water purification units.  These units are being installed in a growing 
number of locations throughout the world and are ideal for small hospitals, schools, hostels, and similar 
locations where clean water is not readily available.  At the training facility, water is pumped to the purification 
area from the camp’s lake, and groups learn to assemble the purification units in buildings specifically designed 
for that purpose.  The number of Clean Water U sessions has expanded each year since its inception in 2004. 
 
Prayer: Almighty God, we give you thanks for the work that you have given us to do to expand your reign and 
spread the good news of your grace in Jesus Christ.  Strengthen us in our commitment to your service, and 
especially bless the Presbytery of St. Andrew in its efforts to move into new places and to address new needs.  
Through Jesus Christ we pray, Amen. 
 
Let us join in prayer for: Gregory A. Goodwiller, Ann Houston Kelly, Kim Renfroe, Sarah Shelton, Crystal 
Heath, David Heilman, and Joseph Heintzman 
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 Did you know that Mother’s Day was born in a small Methodist church in Grafton, West 
Virginia?   

 It was 1876 and the nation still mourned the Civil War dead.  While teaching a Memorial 
Day lesson, Mrs. Anna Reeves Jarvis thought of mothers who had lost sons.  She prayed that one 
day there could be a “Memorial Day” for mothers.  This prayer made a deep impression on one of 
Mrs. Jarvis’s eleven children.  Young Anna had seen her mother’s efforts to hold the war-split 
community and church together.  As she grew into adulthood, the younger woman kept Mrs. 
Jarvis’s dream in her heart.  On the day of her mother’s death, Anna was determined to establish a 
Mother’s Day in her honor.   

On May 12, 1907, a local observance was held which later spread to Philadelphia.  By 1909, 
Mother’s Day was celebrated in forty-five states, Puerto Rico, Hawaii, Canada, and Mexico.   

On May 8, 1914, President Wilson designated the second Sunday in May as Mother’s 
Day “for displaying the American flag and for the public expression of love and reverence 
for the mothers of the country.” 

On this Mother’s Day, Sunday, May 11th, may God bless all mothers everywhere! 
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Mission Statement 
By the power of the Holy Spirit, that we may fully become the household 
of God, our mission is: 

To worship  God joyfully 
To share  the Good News gladly 
To serve  God’s world willingly 
To teach  Christ’s ways faithfully 
To pray  for all people fervently 
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The Rev. Dr. Walter W. P, Pastor  

Mark A, Contemporary Worship Leader 
Tom W, Director of Music  

Terri K, Organist 
Deborah S, Office Administrator  

Jenni R, Sandy B: Office Assistants 
Karen L, Nursery Director 

Jennifer DiG, Ruth S: Nursery Workers 
Brenda M, Christian Preschool & Kindergarten Director 
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Come Join Us! 
Worship Schedule  

Sunday School – 9:15 am 
Worship – 10:30 am 

Published Monthly by  
First Presbyterian Church of Westminster 

Email: fpc.grapevine@verizon.net 
 

or visit our web: fpcwestminstermd.org 


