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A
AxETs of First Importance

Friendsit he col umn bel ow i
nearly twenty years agq(
columno in a previous

several times since then, including once in my ti
here in Westminster. 1 find that even though | wrote it, it contains reminders
that | myself need as the Lenten season approaches. | have the feeling tha
you too might need those reminders from time to time.
Soé here it ;- % again.
Y 24
The season of Lent begins in Februarthe 17" to be exact. Among
many Protestants, particularly those Presbyterians who are only beginning to
rediscover the season after centuries of neglect, Lent has a spotty reputation a
best:

§ More than a few of us Vview Lent
Aitoo dark. o We t end nandcerttamly mobo mp
ud ) woul d want to have any part
Af ter al | di dnot Jesus come to
should we then wallow in the darkness?

§ Ot hers of us equate Lent with g

which seems uncertain at best, if not entirely pointless.
§ And still others of us are convinced that Lent is only a little short of
self-hatred, what with its seeming emphasis on human sinfulness.

ltés hard to reject any o ftleash o s ¢
partially) rooted in the history and theology of the Lenten Season. Yet,
despite that history and some respectbecauseof that historyi | believe
Lent is well worth our attention and our participation.
Herebs why:
In the first place, while Jesus did come to bi @
us joy and |if e, that | f e

his life, given up on the cross; and the cost of our li
given up i n response to
us that while salvation comes to us as a free gift, it is a glft that cost God
dearly. It also reminds us that once the gift is received, there is a cost to our
discipleship. If we act as though our salvation comes without either cost or
responsibility, we cheapen it. Lent, with its reminders of the costliness of
Christdés sacrifice, i s also a r emi
costliness of the gift from which we derive our joy and our life. To forget it or
ignore it is to become disconnected from the very center of our faith.

SENT

~ 11 [ V"]
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As for Agi ving iuwedb t hi rrigaly, theeeis aldo samething to be said for
giving up things has never really been a particularlyeflecting on human sinfulnesseen our owjpand
attractive notion in any time or season. But in ourthe darkness of the human condition. Protestants in
time, there really is something to be said forparticular are quick to claim the joys of Easter
detaching ourselves, even temporarily, from themorning, but are very slow to acknowledge the
values of the culture in which we find ourselves. Wee | e ment s of Chisrarrest suffering, a s
live in an age where we are bombarded withand crucifixioni as though we have nothing to do
messages that there are no limits to humanvith the latter, even as we revel in the former. But if
acquisitiveness €é nor sthhoeu | idd etah eérheat b &a.Chr iS®t i di e
time, the idea of intentionally limiting ourselves in Christian faith &nd it ig, then there is something
some fashion can be a very healthy discipline as wellisingenuous about a form of faith that claims the
as a kind of countecultural critique. The traditional benefits of that death without ever pausing to reflect
form of #Agiving up s o metpbniitn §he Lemten darkness i8 not semethingtipat

cease doing something that you like as a form ofve humans fenter . o |t [
disciplinei to stop eating chocolate, or to give up acreatedi and if we are ever to learn to live in the
favorite pasti me. | 6d Iliigkhet tas sChgest 60 hdtol ¥y @u

thatastep futhern ot onl y t o @ gi reegnuzetbat weohane tcdme g of the darkness.
but to Atake onod s omet hlentgot oaly perenits us toFdo thiait almasttingistsc e |,
might decide to give up watching a favorite TV showthat we do.

and in its place take on a discipline of prayer and | hope you will participate in the

Bible reading. Or you could give up driveru opportunities that Lent provides not only in the

meals and instead donate the cost of those meals tq ngs we do here at the church, but also in your own
hunger agency or give an hour a week at Shephet ersonal spiritual journey. Even at its darkest, we

Staff or Food Sunday. The point of the ancien ow where that journey takes isnot only to the

practice of fAgiving somebdhiyidc,Pyds e&?{;ﬁystom@).eﬁ{ﬁ)lﬁ skib the

us miserablg it was to make us more aware andh Fts

appreciative of Godobs gﬂ1§jé&/d%ﬁh%§ndofthé/tv5;ﬁ.t t rt‘)%tt t te?' Bv’ay
do that than to take it a step further?

_::::I::::::_,_\__d]’,_::::::I:I:I_

*Our Prayer List *

[As the Body of Christ, this congregation is committed to praying for others. Persons in need of prvagtner church member
or noti may be added to the prayer list by request, either by calling the church office or by using the Friendship Register.}

It is our policy to not publish personal information to the web.

Therefore, information has been removed from the original document in

order to preserve peopleds privacy. Fo
anything published in this document, please contact the church office at

410-876-3575 or fpc.debbie@verizon.net or fpc.grapevine@verizon.net.

/ ‘kf?‘y f Y
kY \‘/
Congratulation to Ron and his familpn the birth of the first grandchild. ey’

His daughter, Teal, had a daughter on Saturday, Janlahjl9 was 4 Ibs. 8 oz. P S % ]ust
and 17 inches. Mother, daughter andPop (Ron) are all doing well. Fy BOI‘Il
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* ChUl‘Ch Calendaé %‘[Jre to check out the church calendar online! Simply log on to

the churchoés website and follow the links to

version of the calendar, which is in a folder posted orCtinerch Officebulletin board. The updated date
will be printed on the front of the folder.

*Prayer Families*

If you would like this information emailed to you,
please click on the link below or send a request for
the information to fpc.grapevine@verizon.net.

Birthdays and Anniversaries

If you would like this information emailed to you,
please click on the link below or send a request for
the information to fpc.grapevine@verizon.net.

*News and Announcements*

First Presbyterian Book Club will meet We have a new Church Pledge Secretary
at Carroll Lutheran Village the last We want to thank Diane for stepping
Thursday of the month at 7 pm. The forward to fill this position. We also

following is the list of books that will want to thank Pat for her many years of

be read and discussed in 2010. service.

February 25" Show Up and Go Saturday, Feb. &'
Seabiscuit: An American Legend (snow date February % We will be
by Laura Hillenbrand traveling to Littlestown, Pennsylvania

March 25" for a visit toThe Quilt Patch a shop of
The Worst Hard Times: The unique gifts, crafts, lace, wall hangings,
Untold Story of Those Who etc. Lunch will be on your own at the
Survived the Great American Dust Hillcrest Tavern Meet at the church at
Bowl by Timothy Egan 10 am. Everyone is welcome, come join

April 29" us for a day of fun and fellowship!

A Woman of Substance
by Barbara Taylor Bradford

t

h
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Y *Presbyterian Women*

‘«vﬁ’ Circle of Joy will meet on TWELFTH NIGHT ¢é . was a wonderful
— Monday, February 1% at 7:30 pmat celebration!! Everyone enjoyed delicious food
PRESEVIERIAN  the home of Sue Alexander. Please (thanks to Carol great recipe and the other
call Sue at 41@3857-3546 for goodies that everyone broughtgreat singing,
directions to her home. buil ding of fabul ousodo ca
and fellowship. A new King, Walt, and Queen,
Lydia_Circle (if weather permitsvill be meeting Gertrude, were crowned to rule over the
on Thursday, February 4™ at 9:30 amin Jenkins festivities. The Queendé
Lounge. We will be continuing in our Study t he evening was to selec
book,#n God Was Here & | WansosQutl iTkee Lwncdh!véee i n. T
by Dr. James W. Moore. We are on Chapter 7, o0n wheel so were Bill anc
ADonot Mi ss. .. The Rest Roder, anth 8ue 8t Mar§angregatioha Lifa | wa
we welcome anyone who would like to join us for would like to thank everyone who participated
devotion, prayer, study and refreshments. Bring a in our Third Annual Twelfth Night!

sandwich and join us!

LASAGNA VALENTINE LUNCHEON
Sunday, February 14! How special is that!!! .
The Luncheon will be held in 5\;
Fellowship Hall after the 10:50 am&.zar
service. Tickets are $7.00 for adults and
$3.50 for children. MAKE
VALENTINE 'S DAY SPECIAL by
planning to attend.Tickets go on sale
Sunday, January 31 after both
services.

April 23-25
Shepherdbs Sp
Conference Center

AChanging throug
Ephesians 4:23
ATo be made new in the a
Cost is $159.00 per person

SAVE THE DATE- SUNDAY, MARCH 21

D

KOX 5.00 pm
®© THIRD ANNUAL QUIZ NIGHT
~ Sponsored by the Presbyterian Women

Start studying your trivia facts, general knowledge and forming a team (if you would like).
We promise some challenging questions and some easy ones t00, SO everyone can participate.
We will be providing chili, macaroni and cheese, salad, cornbread and drinks.

AKX RTTAIATATAT AT A K A TR AT A AT AT AT A AT AT A AN AT AN ANA A TA TATA A A A A A A A A A A -

IIIIIIIIIIIII_IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII-IIII
Please sign up below and return the form to the cht

Name: Phone:
Number attending:
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*Youth News* (@)

On Friday January 15 12 middle schoolers shredded paper following &
came to church for a fAKRrsooevibaChodemdht BuvoT Nipgahpte.
The evening began with some icy games includingpelieve that the students would agree that this was a
making a frozen human snowman in which they hach i g h t packed full of fun
to dress a member of their team in frozen clothes asoon forget.
well as a relay race where they had to push an ice
puck across the floor using only their heads and Earlier in the month on Jan."4 college
faces. BRRR!!! The theme continued with some students and high school seniors gathered for a
delicious frozen treats (yes, we did cook the frozerbreakfast to catch up and chow down. We had a
pizza though). The night ended with a snowballgreat turn out with about 15 young adults in
fight like no other! Each team had to wrap aatt endance. It 6s al way s
member in duct tape (sticky side out) and then rolconversations of the students who have grown up in
them in a huge pile of shredded paper. When thisur congregation when they return home. Thanks to
activity concluded, we had 2 middle schoolersall who came. It was great to see all of you!
covered in the paper stuck to duct tape, and 10 other
middle schoolers plus 2 leaders also covered in

There are somBIG events coming up that you need to know about!

e]eTe)

OQOOOOOOOO (¢ Sunday, February 7- Souper Bo_WI of Ca_ring

€] Weekend, February 26- 30 Hour Famine for High School

8 Weekend, March 26- YFC Impact for High School in Ocean City, MD
o

Sunday, April 18 -CROP Walk for Middle School

G
056000000000%°

**As always, be on the look out for additional events through email and flyers.
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*Christian Education Highlights*

<> It is never too late to attend
| Sunday School!! If you have not been Easter is only about Happg”\

4 | able to attend Sunday School this year, I
A no problem! You can still join us this 10 weeks away!! Easgg!‘-}

winter or spring! You are welcome any re you interested in continuing
Sunday! Let Nancy know your age or interest an ual Eggstravagan:z

R e
weoll direct you to the tlrﬁe togs{htlt pla?lrhna C%n you volunteer your time,

Y talked t hild coordination skills, craft talents, plastic eggs or small
ave you talked 1o your ch toys to put in the eggs? Would you be willing to

aﬁ.?éjt Sttehwzt:‘trdtsthipdlastelyg SThhe provide or coordinate snacks? This tradition has
chiiaren that atten unday schc been growing in attendanc

(up to & grade) have received thei . :
offering envelopes for 2010. Plea 2 like to be & part of the action®
throw away old envelopes and use the e ar
new ones. It really he\l’ps tw
name is on the envelope, so the amount can b\ .s& . the 10:50_service, if that would benefi
recorded on the parentoSELIRIY oG yoir i e rtow have d |
child did not get envelopes, and you would like  “ 488 P |\ teer adult, but no children!!!

box, just let Nancy know. There are extras!

W|II|n to reestabljfsh thﬁ

eléE) e§Worship) 'durihg” ©

To volunteer or obtain more information regarding any Christian Education activity, just
contact Nancy afpc.dcf@verizon.nebr put a note in her mailbox in the church office.

*Stewardship Team*

May God bless all of us as we enter into thisB u t when some dondt pul I
New Year of mission and service in the name ofless gifted in those areas have to pitch in. Although
Jesus Christ at First Presbyterian Church! Thighe body of Christ continues to function, it is not
mont h, wedd | i ke to s hafuneioning at its begt.dhere areo soree oveiworked h t
excerpted from the Daily Bread, a devotionaédd Christians around!
by some of our membérswhich encourages

Stewardship. What has God gifted you to do so that you
can help relieve the strain the church is suffering!?!
AJesus offered His I nvitation, AFol |l ow Me, O

to ordinary run of the mill fisherman. What an THANK YOU! We are indeed grateful for all who
honor!  They would become followers of the are giving of their time, talent, prayers and gifts in
ultimate Rabbi. Jesus extends the same honor to y@aervice and mission to First Presbyterian Church!
and me- not because we are the best or brightest, bu¥lost especially we thank those who have responded
because He needs ordinary people like us to modéb the Pledge Campaignand to all who support the
His |Iife and to | ovi ngl yhunchewstttthee gifsieftenmyse Asoohn thehprirgingb e

ARGod doesndt sel ect ofbthzs S@apevine,ave bBaveereceivédd pledges iR e
makes ready those He s e ltheanmowmtob$368,596 for 2010.

AfGod has given each bel iTeeWweace oigChristtbe with yowdll! ar e t
be exercised for the common good of the church.


mailto:fpc.dcf@verizon.net

The Grapevine
Printed on February 3, 2010 Page’ February 2010 Issue

*Mission and Evangelism* 3%

I '/'
Ann Gifford and Marilyn Morton 2 5=

AN
_ 3 9
Ron & Debbie Fuqua ,
Woycliffe Literacy Workers <l )
California

Ron and Debbie Fuqua are quite a teamwork among the churches in the area. Although they
Debbie is from Old Tappan, NJ. She has a BA frondid not do translation themselves, they were involved
Montclair State College (NJ) and an MA from Biola in various translation workshops and would
University (CA) in Applied Linguistics. Ronisfrom par ti ci pate in the final
Torrance, CA where they are now living. He got his Since coming back to the states in 2002
BA at Grace Bible Institute (CA) and his MAin Debbi e has started anot he
linguistics from UT Arlington, TX. The Fuquas met now teaching ESLEnglish as a Second Language
at a Wycliffe school in Texas. They married in 1985at the Torrance, CA Adult School. Ron has worked
and by 1986 they were off on the road withwith and served as thdirector of the Next

Wycliffe! The Fuquas now have four children. Generation Ministriessection of the recruitment
The Fuquas went to Peru in 1986 with department for Wycliffe USA.
Woycliffe Bible Translators. They prepared the local At this point in time, the Fuquas are praying
people to be able to read and use the scriptures onabout and investigating a new assignment in the
they were published in the Quechua language. Thewor | d of Wycliffe. Ron
trained literacy teachers and worked to promotethahead f or what the Lord w
E—— N — =
___________ =T e

Parish Nurses

February iHeart Month! That means i tdés time for a heart
your numbers meaning your blood pressure, cholestelipid) levels fotal, LDL, HDL and triglycerides
and blood sugar levels. See your doctor to get these tests if you have not already had them. You also nee
know your height, weight, and waist circumference.

But from a Christian perspective, may | sugg
body/minds/spirit heart check? Following are some suggestions:

Body: It is importantto know your numberssge above What is your cardiac risk? A good resource for
gauging cardiac risk can be found at the Ame

(http://www.americanheart.org/presenter.jhtml?identifier=300R49Many risk factors can be
decreased. I f youdd | i ke more information,
nurses Marilyn Halstead, Nancy Rogers or lona PjttsSee the Parish Nurse Bulletin Board for
more information about healthy blood pressure.

Mind : Healthy relationshipsaith God, self, family, friends, and other church mempars some of the
most important stress busters! Take time this month to nurture these relationships. Helping othe
or volunteer service is another way to decrease stress and improve relationships.

Spirit: Regular church attendance/participation is known to be a predictor of optimal health according t
researchers. The Bible is full of good advice about a healthy heart! The Psalmist asks God
ACreate in me a (Plamé&hl0D)hesaus, t Ol $doudot hat f
there will y@atthewt62l3.rt be al sobo0

Take a few moments apdnder these thoughts in your heart this month!


http://www.americanheart.org/presenter.jhtml?identifier=3003499
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Lqrd, when was it that we

AW YOU? vatton 253 R
= X The PCUSA has released $100,000 from One Great Hour of Sharing
.\l giving to help earthquake victims in HaitWorking with partners, we
dare on the ground in Haiti assessing h&sesbyterian Disaster
i Assistancecan be most effectiveThe Presbyterian Church has set an
i #l initial goal of raising $1,000,000 for relief effort&ou can read more
Presbyterians respond to the earthquake [l about our efforts at théresbyterian Disaster Assistaiwebsite.

www.pcusa.org/pda

PDAG6Gs approach i s di fWeeame in behindhhe first egpéndéerandavg stay tomge s .
after they leave. For example, we are still doing Hurricane Katrina relief work in Louisiana and
Mississippi. Haiti will require a long term commitment and PDA will be there with them on our behalf.

We wish to encourage you to encourage your fellow members to make significant contributions to th
Presbyterian Disaster Assistang@ogram. The people of Haiti are suffering beyond imagination and are
crying out for the most basic of needs: water, food, clothing, shéelteey desperately need our helpnd

help will be needed for weeks, months, and years to covieel can join other Presbyterians in helping the
people of Haiti with a special gift designatedReesbyterian Disaster Assistant& Haiti. You can learn

more of what Presbyterians are doing to assist Haiti onithe.pcusa.orgveb site. The Presbyterian Church

has already released $100,000 for this effort toward their goal of raising $1,000,000.

Giving Information:

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance Program

Contributions can be made on line at
http://www.pcusa.org/pda/response/latinamericafeaitthquake011310.htm
or sent to:

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A))

P.O. Box 643700

Pittsburgh, PA152643700

Peter K. Nord, Executive Presbyter

The Presbytery of Baltimore

5400 Loch Raven Boulevard

Baltimore, Maryland 21239

Phone410 4332012;Toll-Free:800 5110087;Cell: 410 9630066
www.baltimorepresbytery.orgvww.facebook.com/PeterNardwitter: PeterNord
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Together Transforming.
Liwves, Church, World,

oV

The mission of the Presbytery of Baltimore 1is
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*Winter Weather Policy*

It is that time of the year when snow and ice can disrupt the regular schedule of events
Because our parking lot can be a very adventurous place to be when winter precipita
tion arrives, we have the following policies in place for winter weather:

Monday i Friday, the church buildings are closed and church programs (including the
preschool) are canceled when the Carroll County schools are closed for the day.

When the schools open latethe Preschool opens on a shortened schedule at 11 am.
Generally speaking, other programs, meetings, and events scheduled for the afternoc

and evening then take place as scheduled.

On Sundays depending on the severity of the weather and/or the timely availability of the
c h ur c h{plewing contractor, we may need to run a shortened schedule or cancel services a
together. That information will be telephoned to radio station WTTR-(AVO) by 7:45 am, and
the churchés answering machine wil/l be progr

Mission Statement

By the power of the Holy Spirit, that we may fully become the household of God, our mission is:

To worship God joyfully

To share the Good News gladly
Toserve Godos worl d wi
Toteach Chri st s ways
To pray for all people fervently

l'lingly
faithfully

First Presbyterian Church of Westminster

Non Profit Org.

65 Washington Road
Westminster, MD 21157
(410) 8763575

Permit #255
Westminster, MD

Address Service Requested



