
 

 

First Presbyterian Church 

of Westminster is 50! 

 
 

We’re having a 50’s Sock Hop  

to celebrate our first 50 years!   

Come celebrate with us!   

 

Join us Saturday, May 15, 2010 at 

5:00 pm in the Gym. 
 

 Food and drinks will be provided.   

 We will have a DJ, contests, games, prizes, and lots 

of dancing!  (Brush up on your 50’s dance moves!)  

 Be sure to get your picture taken when you arrive. 

 Check out our missions “Around the World.”   

 Be sure to dress in your 1950’s clothes, you might 

just be voted “Best Dressed!”   

 We will also announce the winners of the “Who’s 

Who” picture contest.   

 

Community Event - Open to all ages! 

 
There will be a free will offering at the door for Haiti. 

 
First Presbyterian Church of Westminster 

65 Washington Road 
Westminster, MD. 21157   

410-876-3575 
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 Indicates a new addition or update. 

*Those with Ongoing Concerns* 

* Those in the Military * 

* Those Battling Cancer * 

*Our Prayer List * 
[As the Body of Christ, this congregation is committed to praying for others.  Persons in need of prayer ï whether church members 

or not ï may be added to the prayer list by request, either by calling the church office or by using the Friendship Register.} 

* Church Calendar *  Be sure to check out the church calendar online!  Simply log on to 

the churchôs website and follow the links to the calendar.  To view all events, type in the password 

ñhappydayò or if you prefer, you can pick up the latest version of the calendar, which is in a folder posted 

on the Church Office bulletin board.  The updated date will be printed on the front of the folder. 

For a full list of Military Prayer Concerns please visit: http://www.synatlantic.org/BULLETIN . 

Recent Prayer Concerns 

Remember this past winter with all the snow?  On December 20, 2009 we had a very special 

bulletin dedication to our Parish Nurses that was never seen due to church being cancelled.  

It read: 
 ñThe bulletins this week are given by a grateful church family in 

honor of our Parish Nurses who have provided TLC, valuable health 

information and comforting visits to so many in our congregation.ò 
 

Just so you know, you are greatly appreciated! 

http://www.synatlantic.org/BULLETIN
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*Presbyterian Women* 

*News and Announcements / Thank Youõs* 
Mark your calendar now!   The annual Westminster 

Church Homes (Timber Ridge) Ice Cream Social is 

scheduled for Sunday, June 6, rain or shine.  This is a 

lighthearted afternoon of music, friends, and of 

course, ice cream!  Our church is one of seven in the 

area that created Westminster Church Homes, a 

community that provides quality, affordable housing 

for low-income seniors.  Details will be coming soon. 

 

ñThank you to all who helped us serve 76 plates of 

macaroni and cheese with ham to the people at the 

Loaves and Fishes Soup Kitchen on March 27 at the 

Church of the Brethren.  A special thank you to Rae M 

and Vivian S who call our church members  to donate 

casseroles each month and to the members who say 

"yes".  If you have not been called recently and would 

be willing to help please call Rae or Vivian. 
 

ñThank you for the check in the amount of $1,000 to 

the Carroll County Food Sunday.  We value the 

support you provide.ò 

 

 

Thank you to: 

Esther, and Elizabeth for donating food for the 

coffee break! 

Stephanie for all of the tasks she does on Wed. 

nights! 

Karen & Sara for preparing communion! ï Many 

times this month!!! 

Tom, Terri, Mark, the choir, the bells, and the band 

& singers, for all of the special music during Holy 

Week! 

The many people that volunteered or donated time, 

food, eggs, and craft materials for the 

EggStravaganza. It was a huge success! 

Jackie and Norm for the very large donation of 

ñstuffedò eggs for the egg hunt! 

Burl, Rebecca, Bekah, Dave, Alex, Mark, Tom, Walt 

and Tim for preparing the sanctuary for the 

Maundy Thursday and Easter Sunday services!  

Esther Marie for all she did for this church and 

congregation in her short time with us!  May 

Godôs Grace and Blessings travel with you in 

your new adventure! 

 

Lydia Circle  In the merry month of May, the Lydia Circle will meet on Thursday, May 6 at 9:30 am in the 

Jenkins Lounge.  We are continuing in our Study Book, ñGod was Here & I Was Out To Lunchò by Dr. James 

W. Moore.  We are on Chapter 10 ñDonôt Missé The Leap of Faith.ò  Questions for this chapter are on Page 

175 & 176.  Bring a sandwich and a ñPot Luck dessert!ò  As always, all women of the church are invited to 

join us for devotions, prayer, study and fellowship.  For more information, please call Jacque H.  
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 A huge Thank You to the team that made 

our recent EggStravaganza so successful!!  Jodi, 

Teresa, Ryan, Laura, Congregational Life Team, 

Alex, Stephanie, Elizabeth, Esther, the Hôs, Linda, 

Stacy, Rose, the fathers, aunts, mothers, and the 

sunny weather all played a big part in providing an 

EggCeptional afternoon of crafts, food, fellowship 

and EGGS.  35 children looked for (and found, I 

hope) the 355 eggs that were hidden!  Please plan 

on joining us next spring for this annual tradition! 

 As you put away your Easter decorations, if 

you have any plastic eggs that you are willing to 

part with, please donate them to us for next yearôs 

Egg Event! Leave your eggs and small toys that 

would fit in plastic eggs, in the church or CE office. 

 VBS  SAVE the DATE!!!!!  A Family 

Vacation Bible School event is being planned for 

Sunday ï Wednesday, August 1-4.  This will be 

an evening program that the whole family can 

attend!  We are beginning to recruit volunteers for 

VBS now.  See Nancy if you are interested in 

helping out.  More information will be coming!  

There will not be the traditional day VBS program 

this summer. 

 The LAST DAY of Sunday School will be 

May 30th this year.  Please adjust your schedules!  

There will be some special CE offerings throughout 

the summer, TBA.  

 Contact Nancy at (fpc.dcf@verizon.net )or 

put a note in her mailbox for more information 

about any CE activity. 

 

Bible 102  has started in the 

Conference Room at 9:40 am and it is 

not too late to join us.  It is an 

opportunity to continue the Bible 

experience for those that thrived in 

Bible 101.  If you missed Bible 101 this is a great 

place to start.  Weôll be reading the Old Testament 

and Philip Yanceyôs ñThe Bible Jesus Read.ò  This 

is from the bookôs cover - ñIf you think the Old 

Testament is just a mysterious, outdated book, think 

again.  Itôs the Bible Jesus read, used and loved.  Itôs 

a prequel to the story of Jesus, who came to answer 

the questions that troubled the ancient writers and 

still trouble us today.  For expressing our deepest 

longings and voicing the full range of our lives and 

emotions, the Old Testament has no equal.ò 

Emphasized are the books of Job, Deuteronomy, 

Psalms, Ecclesiastes and the Prophets.  Any 

questions?  Call Ada W. 
 

Coffee Break!  

Are you enjoying the drinks and snacks 

between services?  We will soon be 

switching to Fair Trade Coffee and Teas 

at our coffee table.  It costs about 50¢ a 

cup to cover the drink, cup, napkin, 

sugar, and creamer.  You can bring your 

own mug and put it in the cupboard in the 

kitchen, to save money and be ñgreenò.  Snacks are 

donated.  If you (or your kids) enjoy the munchies, 

please sign up for a Sunday to bring some in. 

Questions or suggestions? Contact Nancy  
 

FPC Goes Green! 
Did you pick up and wave a palm branch on Palm 

Sunday?  These were purchased through Eco-Palms, 

a project of Enough for Everyone, 

PCUSA.  This year they came from 

communities in Mexico and 

Guatemala.  Eco-Palms is a 

sustainable model of palm harvesting, 

taking fewer fronds from each plant, 

leaving them to regenerate.  This 

helps to protect against the destruction of natural 

forests and greatly reduces the amount of waste.  

Workers receive a fair wage for their toil, 

approximately 5 cents more per stem than they 

would in the conventional harvesting market.  

Harvesting communities use these extra funds to 

develop community resources including schools, 

clinics, worker trainings, leadership development, 

business management, and scholarships.  Typically 

Eco-Palms are harvested by men and processed by 

women, which increases employment opportunities 

for women.  Nearly 600 Presbyterian congregations 

ordered over 113,000 stems in 2009. 

*Christian Education Highlights* 
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 Recently I found in my mailbox a copy of a 

DISCIPLESHIP newsletter published by the 

Presbytery of Baltimore.  In it was an article entitled, 

ñEvangelism: What Does it Take!ò and Iôd like to 

share just a few ñhighlightsò from the article.  

 ñIn the Presbytery, we define evangelism 

as anything you do to help another person move 

closer to a relationship with God or into 

Christian Community.ò   

 ñItôs almost impossible to overestimate the 

grim impact the word ñevangelismò has upon 

most Presbyterians.  The thought of approaching 

complete strangers in public places can strike 

terror in the heart of most churchgoers.  For 

many, evangelism instills fear, the fear of not 

knowing enough, not knowing how or where to 

begin and sadly, too, lack of interest in spreading 

the word of Jesus Christ.ò   

 ñAs Presbyterians, we share our passion 

for the need to spread the Gospel in hope that a 

spark of interest might be kindled and eventually 

become a flame for all who are in need of faith.ò 

 Somehow, we seem to ñbe doingò evangelism, 

but with not so much determination and enthusiasm 

ï or excitement as we could or should.  Hereôs a 

challenge: ñyou tell me your dreams and visions for 

First Presbyterian Church, Iôll tell you mine ï and 

TOGETHER we can tell others the story of our faith 

journey.ò 

 There is a wonderful little song that goes like 

this:  It only takes a spark to get a fire going; and 

soon all those around will warm up to its glowing: 

thatôs how it is with Godôs love once youôve 

experienced it; you spread his love to everyone; you 

want to pass it on! 

(Watch for an article next month on some exciting 

Stewardship news!) 

 

  

*Stewardship  and Evangelism Team* 
Submitted by Jacque H. 

Stewardship  

Income/Expenses thru March 2010  

        

Year to Date  
Income to 

Budget: $113,794.30   Attendance: Mar/Feb  

Loose:  $575.76    779/504  

Total: $114,370.06       

   

Year to Date Expected Expenses:   $  119,930.46  
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* Deacons Branch* 

 Bleach (small bottle) 

 Pull-Ups (all sizes) 

 Depends/Attends (all sizes) 

 Bar Soap/Liquid Soap 

 Toothpaste/Toothbrushes 

 Paper Towels, Napkins & Facial Tissue 

 Dishwashing Liquid 

 First Aid Products 

 Feminine Supplies 

 Trash Bags 

 Baking Soda 

 Baby Care Items 

 Light Bulbs 

 Menôs Toiletries 

 Liquid Food Supplements 

 The mission of the Deacons is to minister to 

those who are in need, to the sick, to the friendless, 

and to any who may be in distress both within and 

beyond the community of faith.   One of the 

important organizations in our community that the 

Deacons support is The Shepherdôs Staff and its 

Blessings Closet. 

 

 In addition to the monetary gifts that our 

church gives to The Shepherdôs Staff, we also 

support this important mission through our in-kind 

donations to its Blessings Closet.  The Shepherdôs 

Staff relies on the generosity of our church to help 

fill the Blessings Closet with basic essentials 

throughout the year, but especially during the months 

of May and October. 

 

 The Blessings Closet provides free 

distribution of non-food household items, hygiene, 

and personal care items to needy individuals and 

families in Carroll County.  Thousands of items are 

given out on an ñas neededò basis each year to help 

people who are in need, whether they are sustained 

on government assistance, earning poverty level 

wages, temporarily out-of-work, or without a home.  

Anyone in Carroll County is eligible to request items 

from the Blessings Closet provided there is stock on 

hand to fill the request. 

 

 With the increasing amount of requests each 

year, The Shepherdôs Staff is finding it difficult to 

keep the Blessings Closet stocked sufficiently to 

meet the demand.   

 

The items most in need to support the Blessings 

Closet year round are:  

 Powder Laundry Detergent 

 Disposable Diapers (all sizes) 

 Bath Tissue 

 Shampoo & Conditioner 

 All-Purpose Cleaners 

Other much needed items include: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 During the month of May, the Deacons 

encourage you to give thanks to the Lord for how 

richly He has blessed you in meeting your basic 

needs.  We also ask you to prayerfully consider 

sharing with those who are less fortunate by 

providing some of the much needed items for 

donation to the Blessings Closet.  A collection bin is 

available in the church hallway outside the sanctuary 

for your donations. 

 

************************************** 
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 In memory of the recent passing of two of 

our First Presbyterian Church members, Doris S. 

and Emily J., the Deacons want to also focus your 

attention this month on the ongoing financial 

support our church provides to Carroll Hospice.  

Both Doris and Emily spent their last days and 

hours on this earth in the warm, supportive 

environment at Carroll Hospiceôs inpatient facility 

known as ñDove House.ò 

 

 Our gifts to Carroll Hospice ensure that 

patients like Doris and Emily and their families 

receive the highest quality palliative care and 

emotional support possible despite the rising costs.  

The hospice philosophy of care is patient driven and 

comfort focused.  The interdisciplinary team of 

nurses, home health aides, social workers, 

volunteers and spiritual caregivers at Carroll 

Hospice work diligently to ensure that the patientôs 

needs are met so they may live their last days to the 

fullest. 

 

 As with any healthcare organization, the cost 

of providing quality care continues to increase.  

Because hospice care is focused on measures that 

keep the patient as comfortable as possible, the 

services of Carroll Hospice are extremely 

expensive with a very low reimbursement rate.  

Bereavement counseling, which is an essential 

component outlined in the hospice benefit, is often 

not reimbursed through Medicare or private 

insurance.  Therefore, the overall expenses of 

Carroll Hospice can exceed reimbursement by 

nearly 20 percent. 

 Thanks to the commitment of regular 

donors, like our church through the Deacons Fund 

and individual donations made in memoriam for 

people like Doris and Emily, Carroll Hospice is 

able to offset those costs and provide quality care to 

more than 800 patients and an equal number of 

family members each year. 

 

 The Deacons encourage you to include 

Carroll Hospice, their patients and staff, in your 

prayers and to also consider making a monetary 

contribution to this worthy organization in memory 

of Doris and/or Emily.  You may include your gift 

to Carroll Hospice in your regular church offering 

by designating your gift to the Deacons Fund on 

your offering envelope, to which we will see that it 

gets paid forward, or you can send your donation 

directly to Carroll Hospice, 292 Stoner 

Avenue Westminster, MD 21157-5629.  

 

As always, the Deacons sincerely thank you for 

your ongoing support of our mission. 
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 Our own Julia VW. has returned from a 

successful mission trip to Guatemala.  She and her 

group of 15 college students and leaders stayed in 

Guatemala City at Dorieôs Promise Home, an 

orphanage under the organization Forever 

Changed International.  She reports that they 

ñspent time at that orphanage and a few other 

orphanages and spent a lot of time in the ghetto 

working with and talking to the people there.ò  

They also visited a womenôs prison and took food, 

medicine and supplies to people in Morales, 

Guatemala. They were able to take twenty 50 

pound duffel bags of supplies (1000 pounds of 

diapers, clothes, toys and medicine) to Guatemala.  

She will share her experiences and hopefully 

pictures with us when she returns home from 

college. 

 The Baltimore Presbytery also has a 

connection with Guatemala.  They have a long 

established partnership with the Presbiterio 

Kazchikel in Chimaltenango Guatemala.  While 

studying Spanish in Guatemala in 1988, Rev. Herb 

Valentine, then Executive Presbyter of the 

Baltimore Presbytery, met Antonio Otsoy, 

Secretary of the Brotherhood of Mayan Presbyters.  

Otsoy shared the dream of 300 families of the 

Kazchikel Presbytery- to purchase their own land 

and farm it cooperatively.  In a country where 

native Mayans have been oppressed since the 

Spanish Conquest of 1523, this was ñto dream the 

impossible dream.ò  Through Godôs grace, the 

dream became a reality.  Subsequently in 1994, the 

Baltimore and Kaqchikel Presbyteries pledged a 

partnership of mutual empowerment based on 

Christian principles of compassion and 

community.  Members of both presbyteries 

participate in the goals of the partnership to grow 

spiritually and work together to improve health 

care, education and economic opportunity for the 

Mayan people.  In 1999 a clinic was established 

through the combined efforts of the Kaqchikel 

Presbytery, the Baltimore Presbytery and the Inter 

Church Medical Assistance-World Health 

Association. This clinic still brings basic health 

care to the villages served by the Kaqchikel 

Presbytery. Guatemala Partnership Scholarships 

come from Baltimore Presbyterians and their 

friends.  They now assure 200 children primary 

and secondary opportunities to learn and grow out 

of the poverty cycle.  

 For more information about this active, 

v i b r a n t  g l o b a l  m i s s i o n  g o  t o 

guatemalapartnership.org. 

*Mission* 
Submitted by Marilyn Morton 

Guatemala  
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GRADUATE RECOGNITION 
We plan to recognize the high school, college, and advanced degrees graduates in the con-

gregation at both the Connection service on and the traditional service on Sunday, May 

16.  If you are graduating this spring (or perhaps graduated earlier in the school year) or if 

you have a graduate in your household you want recognized, please complete the informa-

tion below and return to the church office no later than Tuesday, May 11th . 
 

Graduateôs Name:  _______________________________________________________________________  

 

Degree and School:   _____________________________________________________________________  

 

Graduating honors:  ______________________________________________________________________  
 

 ______________________________________________________________________________________  

 

 ______________________________________________________________________________________  

Post-graduate plans (i.e. more education, going to work, etc.) 
 

 _____________________________________________________________________________________  

 

 _____________________________________________________________________________________  

Will be at:  ____  Connection Service, 8:30 am 

        ____  Traditional service, 10:50 am 

        ____  Sorry ï cannot come to either service. 

 

Mission Statement 
By the power of the Holy Spirit, that we may fully become the household of God, our mission is: 

To worship God joyfully 
To share the Good News gladly 
To serve Godôs world willingly 
To teach Christôs ways faithfully 
To pray for all people fervently 

 

Ministers  -  All Members of the Congregation Assisted by: 
The Rev. Dr. Walter W. P.., Pastor  

Mark A.  Contemporary Worship Leader 

Tom W, Director of Music  

Terri K. Organist 

Nancy R., Director of Christian Education 

Janna VW, Jenn B: Directors of Youth and Young Adult Ministry 

Deborah S., Office Administrator  

Jenni R., Sandy B.: Office Assistants 

Karen L, Nursery Director 

Ruth S., Carol E:  Nursery Assistants 

Brenda M. Christian Preschool & Kindergarten Director 
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First Presbyterian Church of Westminster Non Profit Org. 

65 Washington Road Permit #255 

Westminster, MD  21157 Westminster, MD 

(410) 876-3575  

  

Address Service Requested  

                                                     
 

                   

isher of Women 
    Matthew 4:19 

"Come, follow me," Jesus said, òand I will make you fishers of men." 

Spread the Spirit and bring your mom & a friend!  

Please bring a dish to share! 

 Mission:    ñDoctors without Bordersò Offering    doctorswithoutborders.org 
Doctors Without Borders/Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) is an international medical humanitarian organization created by docto rs 
and journalists in France in 1971.  Today, MSF provides aid in nearly 60 countries to people whose survival is threatened by 
violence, neglect, or catastrophe, primarily due to armed conflict , epidemics , malnutrition , exclusion from health care , or natural 
disasters .  

Presbyterian Womenõs Spring Luncheon 

May 8, 2010 
(Motherõs Day Weekend) 

Fellowship Hall      12pm- 2pm 

http://doctorswithoutborders.org/aboutus/activities.cfm#armedconflict
http://doctorswithoutborders.org/aboutus/activities.cfm#epidemics
http://doctorswithoutborders.org/aboutus/activities.cfm#malnutrition
http://doctorswithoutborders.org/aboutus/activities.cfm#exclusion
http://doctorswithoutborders.org/aboutus/activities.cfm#naturaldisasters
http://doctorswithoutborders.org/aboutus/activities.cfm#naturaldisasters
http://doctorswithoutborders.org/publications/article.cfm?id=3962&cat=ideas-opinions&ref=footer-features

